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6th Edition   June 2020 

 

Only a week to go to the start of the summer and the temperature 
drops already! After all the fabulous May sunshine, sitting in the 
gardens of Waterhouse and Mackintosh Homes is now a little chillier; 
if you are meeting for a socially distanced chat in the 
gardens, make sure to wear a thick coat! One 
Resident of Waterhouse Homes has her 90th 
birthday this week and the Trustees, staff and 
Residents of Waterhouse and Mackintosh Homes 

pass on their best wishes. This 6th Edition has 
another drawing competition to colour in from Alice P and could 
be called the ‘Bumblebee Edition’; read on to find out why……. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

According to the scientists no bumblebee should fly, 
There’s been a careful study made 

The findings caught my eye. 
Bees’ wings it seems are far too short, 

Their bodies far too round, 
Nothing shaped like a bumblebee 

Should ever leave the ground. 
 

Quite unimpressed the little bees just keep on zooming by, 
All unaware their shape is wrong, 

Don’t know that they can’t fly. 

THE MACKINTOSH 
 TIMES 

 

 

In Praise of Bumblebees 
Mary B  
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Next time someone says “You can’t” 
And gives you reason why, 

Imagine you’re a bumblebee, 
Just spread your wings and fly. 

(Bumblebee pics © Alice Pool) 

 

 

 

 

 

In 1996 I went on holiday with my sister & her husband to the Swiss 
Alps and at the end of each day I wrote a diary of that day’s events. I 
still have that diary and here is the extract from what I now call “My 
Dream Day”. 
Wednesday.  
“At last, the highlight of our holiday: The 
Jungfraujoch – “The Top of Europe”. The day 
dawned fine and sunny so we decided to “go 
for it”. We caught the 08.15 train to 

Lauterbrunnen, then 
one to Kleine 
Scheidegg, and finally one to the Jungfrau. 
There were not too many people about and it 
was nice to get decent seats. The train entered 
the mountain and slowly did the 4.3 miles 

ascent into the heart of the mountain. There are two viewing 
platforms; the first looked out over the green valley then, as the climb 
continued, we got to the Snowline; the views were over glaciers and a 
snow-covered panorama. We had five minutes at each station to view, 
then onward up to the top. We first went out onto the snow and 
walked about a mile towards the climber’s hut. After a climb we 
decided to turn round and go back. The sun was very bright and the 
sky very clear so we had magnificent views all around. There were 
people having a go on skis, and husky dogs yapping in pens nearby. 

My Dream Day 
Mavis H 

 

 
©switzerland-tours.ch 
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We made seats in the snow and had lunch in the clear air. Then we 
went up to the observation tower in a lift which shot up. This was a 
wonderful tower – you were really looking out over the clouds on one 
side, and on the other the glacier stretched down the side of the 
mountain. We stayed about three hours on the Jungfraujoch and then 
returned in the train to the station at Eigerglutschen. We got out and 
continued walking down an arete by the side of a glacier mountain 
and back to Kleine Scheidegg. Here we had a welcome ice cream while 
we waited for our train to Lauterbrunnen and back to Wilderswil 

where we were staying. 
We have been waiting for a day clear enough 
day to make the trip since we had arrived, 
wondering if that day would come. Today has 
surpassed all our hopes and 
ambitions and given us a 

wonderful view of the mighty Jungfrau. We had sat on 
our hotel veranda, day after day, looking up at her and 
wondering if we would get there and at last we have 
made it – it was worth every effort. A superb “dream” day.  
 

 
 

 

 

I hope that you have already read the lovely poem written by Mary B. 
The myth that bumblebees were defying the laws of physics by flying 
was initially proposed by scientists in the 1930’s.  The use of high 
speed filming in 2005 proved that they could fly (which we already 
knew!) and that they achieved this by coupling their front and rear 
wings together using a row of hooks and beating them at 230 times 
per second. The wings twist, flex and rotate in flight to increase lift. 
This method of flying is limited to bumblebees and honeybees and has 
probably been developed to allow them to carry loads of pollen and 
nectar. 

The Diary of Roger the Beekeeper: Part 6  
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There are 250 species of bees in the UK of which 
90% are solitary. Only bumblebees and 
honeybees live in colonies. There are ten species 
of bumblebees that are commonly seen. 
You will recall that approximately 5000 
honeybees overwinter in the nest but only a 
single mated bumblebee queen hibernates 
underground over winter. All the worker 
bumblebees and the males die off in the autumn. 
When the bumblebee queen emerges in spring 
she forages for nectar and pollen and makes a 
nest in a cavity such as a mousehole or compost heap. Her first eggs 

hatch into sterile female workers who take 
over the foraging duties leaving the queen to 
stay in the nest and lay eggs. 
Compared with the regular comb of 
honeybees the nest is an untidy affair 
consisting of wax pots of honey and pollen 
from which the larvae feed. The nests are also 
much smaller than honeybee nests containing 
only 50-400 individuals. Badgers are keen to 
find bumblebee nests and eat their nutritious 
contents 

In the autumn the queen lays eggs that produce both new queens and 
males. Mating takes place, the old queen and the rest of the colony 
dies, and the annual cycle starts again. 
Cuckoo bumblebees avoid the need to find their own pollen and 
nectar. The queen enters the nest built by another species, kills the 
queen and forces the workers to look after her own eggs and larvae! 
Because of their rounder and more furry bodies bumblebees can fly at 
lower temperatures than honeybees and are often seen foraging early 
and late in gardens when honeybees are in their nests. They can warm 
up their bodies by vibrating flight muscles before flying in cold 
conditions. 

 

A Garden 
Bumblebee 
laden with 

pollen 

 Early Bumblebees 
are the first species 

to emerge in 
spring. Stripes 

warn birds that all 
species can sting 
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Bumblebees visit a wide range of flowers and, 
unlike honeybees, do not become specialists 
in a particular flower. There is no dance 
language to tell other foragers where the best 
flowers are.  They have longer tongues and so 
can tackle flowers with a tubular structure 
such as clover thereby reducing competition 
with honeybees. 
All species of bees are important pollinators 
and so their rapid decline is very worrying. 
We should all think what we can do to help 
by leaving some uncultivated areas in our 
gardens, planting bee-friendly plants and 
reducing pesticide use. 
Next time we will think about the short and 
carefree life of the drone. 
 

 

 

 

 
I have lived in Halifax all my life, married and had a son 
and a daughter both now in their fifties. I was sadly 
widowed when my husband was killed in a car 
accident and was left to bring up two very small 
children. I luckily remarried another Mike, always a 

good idea to stick to the same name, if you dream you 
don’t trip yourself up! We have now been married for 

forty years. 
My hobbies include reading and playing golf. I have 
been a member of a local club for fifty years this year 
and am the oldest longest playing member still 
playing. 
As an eleven year old my parents wanted to send me 
away to boarding school; I said if they did I would run away! I said that 

Meet a Waterhouse and Mackintosh Charities 
Trustee 

 

Tree Bumblebees have 
become very common 
in the past decade and 

often colonise nest 
boxes and small 

cavities in buildings 
 

 

Wendy 
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I would go later; I thought that was a good idea as then I had plenty of 
time to think up another excuse to not go! However, the time came 
when I had to leave Crossley & Porter School and decide what I 
wanted to do. One of our long-standing Trustees Frank B had a sister 
who was an Occupational Therapist, she’d trained at St Andrew’s 
Hospital in Northampton. His family and ours have been friends for 
many years, in fact Frank and his then fiancée used to baby sit me; I 
was bridesmaid for Frank’s sister Ruth’s wedding when I was thirteen. 
After taking my ‘O’ Levels I applied to the same Occupational Therapy 
(OT) School in Northampton. In those days you didn’t need ‘A’ levels, 
I failed Art when the subject given was to design a poster for meat, I 
chose liver!!  

St Andrews was a private mental hospital 
with the OT School attached and we had 
many famous celebrities as patients. We had 
to go round with a bunch of keys to all the 
locked secure wards, never a problem when 

I was there but I cringe now when I think about it. 
I spent part of the training at RAF Chessington treating injured RAF 
men and I also spent three months at St Barts hospital in Rochester.  
After qualifying I returned to Yorkshire and starting my first job at St 
James Hospital in Leeds working on the burns wards; 
it could be petty horrific after Guy Fawkes night. I 
then returned to Halifax to start work at Halifax 
General Hospital (HGH). My early days as an OT were 
very craft orientated as we were known as “The pink 
furry bunny ladies”! 
How different it is now. Over the twenty nine years I 
was at the HGH, some part time, I spent time doing Aids to Daily Living, 
supporting patients who had strokes and other disabilities to return 
home. I also worked for fifteen years on the psychiatric wards. When 
they were demolished to build the new hospital I moved out into the 
community, assessing people in their own homes for stairlifts, bathing 
equipment and many other things. 

 
©countyasylums.co.uk 
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I was asked to become a Trustee of Waterhouse and Mackintosh 
Charities, which I gladly accepted. I have enjoyed my 
time working alongside the other Trustees, Residents 
and our very valued and hard working Clerk and 
Wardens, to whom we are eternally grateful. I hope I 
have made a small contribution to the Charities. 
I am also a Trustee of the Ann Holt Trust another local 

charity which I know some of Waterhouse and Mackintosh Residents 
know about. 
Stay safe everyone and as Vera Lynn would say “We’ll meet again, 
don’t know where don’t know when, but we’ll meet again some sunny 
day”. 
 

 

 
 
 
1. 1939   
2.1945   
3. Neville Chamberlain   
4. Winston Churchill   
5.Dunkirk    
6. Battle of Britain   
7. 1941   
8.Hawaii   
9. El Alamein   
10. The Dessert Rats  
11. Erwin Rommel   
12. Josef Stalin   
13. Benito Mussolini   
14. Dwight D Eisenhower   
15. June 6th 1944   
. Hiroshima & Nagasaki   
17. Lord Haw-Haw   
18. Eva Brown   
19. Vera Lynn   
20. We’ll Meet Again and Bluebirds Over the White Cliffs of Dover 

Last week’s Test Your Memory of World War II - Answers 

Rita H  
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