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This week sees lockdown happily relaxing at Waterhouse and 
Mackintosh Homes and families reuniting at last whilst sensibly 
maintaining social distancing. The Trustees thank all the Residents, 
their relatives, friends and the Wardens for the amazing way in which 
they have all dealt with the lockdown, they have all demonstrated 
what a great community exists at the Waterhouse and Mackintosh 
Homes. It has been a difficult time for Residents, relatives, friends but 
spare a thought for Residents’ past who had very different rules to 
follow: 

 
Rules to be Observed by Inmates  

of the Almshouses 
 
1.  That each person attend divine service 
on Sundays, and on such other days as may 
be hereafter directed, at the Parish Church, 
in accordance with the will of the Founder; 
but in case of sickness or infirmity, the 
Almswomen may attend at Trinity Church, 
with the authority of the Master or Matron.  
Each person is also required to attend such 
weekday services as the afternoon 
Lecturer, with the sanction of the 
Governors, may from time to time provide 
on the premises. 
2.  That the outer doors of the establishment be locked by Almswomen 
appointed by the Master at 9-30 pm all year round, when it is required 
that each person be in her respective dwelling, and no visitors are to 
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remain after this hour.  All lights must be out by 10pm, the lights in the 
passages to be extinguished by the Almswomen appointed by the 
Master. 
3.   That the Almswoman shall always be clean and neat in her person, 
and any infringement of the rules respecting cleanliness in their own 
persons or in their rooms will subject the offender to dismissal. 
4.    That each Almswoman have her bed made and her room in order 
by 10 o'clock in the forenoon (except in case of sicknesses), and that 
she is responsible for injury or damage done to any of her furniture. 
5.   That the inmates keep clean the several passages and staircases.  
The payment to an Almswoman for cleaning the same for one unable 
to do her share shall not exceed 6d per time. 

6 .   That no lines of clothes be hung in 
front of the building or in any of the 
passages, except during the winter months 
when clothes may be dried round the 
radiators between 6pm and 10am. 
7.   That no deposit of dust or ashes be 
allowed in any other part of the premises 
except in that specially provided for the 
purpose.  All vegetable and animal refuse 
to be burnt and the refuse cellar to be kept 
clean and tidy. 
8.  That coals, wood and other materials to 

be admitted at the back only. 
9.  That all complaints and differences that may arise be referred 
through the master to the Governors. 
10.   That no Almswoman will be allowed, under any pretense, to admit 
friends or relations to live in her room, unless the Medical Officer 
appointed by the governors certify that such attendant is absolutely 
necessary for the safety of the inmate, and in such case the attendant 
must conform herself to the regulations which may be issued for the 
orderly conduct of the inmates, and no Almswoman will be allowed to 
take the children of her friends under her charge upon the premises. 
11.   Almswomen are allowed to be absent four weeks in the year.  They 

 



 3 

must inform the Master and leave their addresses and keys of their 
house. 
12.  That the bathrooms and baths are only to be used by the 
Almswomen. 
13.  The electrical installation and fittings must not be altered or 
interfered with, or any addition made thereto, without the written 
authority of the Governors under the hand of the Clerk for the time 
being.  Each Almswoman shall be allowed to run a wireless set from 
the electricity supply, but economy in the use of this and other 
purposes must be exercised at all times. 
14.   Any infringement of the above rules, or of any other hereafter to 
be made by the Governors for the good government of the 
establishment, will subject the offender to an immediate forfeiture of 
all the benefits of the Charity. 
 

By order of the Governors, 
Halifax, September 1954          SGC Rawson            President Governor 
 
My favourite is the economical of use of the wireless; I 
would have been in endless bother! A different time, a 
different era, 21st century Waterhouse and Mackintosh 
Homes are now a friendly and relaxed community full 
of compassion and caring. They also have a new 
President Governor in Roger the Beekeeper so times 
certainly are a changing! 
 
 
 

The Wakefield Gate or Magna Via is the 
most ancient road into Halifax. Its cobbles 
and stone walls could whisper the lives of 
ghosts; the Yorkshire Coiners, Ann Lister 
(‘Gentleman Jack’) and all the men, women 
and children who would have walked it 
every day, entering Halifax down the Old 

Nathaniel Waterhouse and The Magna Via 
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Bank to Clark Bridge all have their own stories to tell. The Magna Via 
has been in use for at least six hundred years and was originally the 
main causeway from Halifax to Wakefield, York and London. From the 
Middle Ages many souls would travel to and from the Manor Court, 
the Parish Church, the Assizes to York gallows and the hamlet of 
Halifax; eventually they would meld into clothiers and merchants 
bringing their wares to and from the growing town at the bottom of 
Beacon Hill.  
The Magna Via would have looked exactly the same during the English 
Civil War when Sir Thomas Fairfax and his weary, defeated troops 
wound their way along it into Halifax after the Battle of Adwalton 
Moor in 1643. The Earl of Newcastle (a Royalist) marched 10,000 
pikemen and cavalry against Parliamentarian Lord Fairfax’s 3,500 
men. The defeat of Lord Fairfax’s army meant Royalist rule over the 
North for a year until July 1644 when the two hour Battle of Marston 
Moor where Oliver Cromwell routed Prince Rupert’s Royalist army, 
cemented the Parliamentarians’ control over the North. 
Lord Fairfax’s journey to Halifax would be a year after Nathaniel 
Waterhouse pledged to maintain the Magna Via for posterity; this 
pledge can be seen on his memorial in Halifax Minster and is also 
marked by a stone tablet on the roadside where the route to Leeds via 
Stump Cross and the road to Hipperholme divide from the Magna Via. 
The inscription reads: 

1642 
Mr. Nathanl.  

Waterhouse Gave  
I. L. P. A. for the repair  

of this Highway  
which the Intrusted 

Feoffees for ever  
must pay  

A. G. 
 

No-one knows with certainty the identity of A.G. nor why the stone 
was erected where it was except that it marks the point of the start of 
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the medieval highway, the Magna Via, to Halifax. The letters I.L.P.A. 
are easier to decipher, they indicate that Nathaniel Waterhouse, a 
successful merchant and philanthropist of Halifax, intended to pay 
One Pound Per Annum for the upkeep of the Magna Via, that was the 

causeway’s importance to both Nathaniel 
Watrehouse and Halifax. 
During the C18 the Magna Via was 
turnpiked (gated) and Halifax Bank 
became known as Old Bank as other 
routes out were created to serve a 
growing and successful Halifax. 
The Magna Via can be walked today, its 
steep and stony path holding the history of 
its travellers to Halifax secret for ever 
more. 

 
 
 
 
The number of bees in the colony has reached its maximum in June in 
preparation for a big effort to gather in as much nectar as possible 
from the July flowers. The bees are planning to lay down plentiful 
stores to last them over winter. The beekeeper is planning to plunder 
at least some of these stores to provide an 
annual crop of honey. As I said in a previous 
article some of the bees’ stores must be left 
on the hive or the colony will starve over 
winter. 
An important forage source at this time of 
year in Calderdale is Himalayan Balsam. This 
non-native and invasive species is disliked by 
many naturalists who organise volunteer 
groups to remove it from riverbanks and woodlands. Beekeepers, and 
their bees, quietly applaud its bounty of nectar and pollen. 

The Diary of Roger the Beekeeper: Part 8  
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Hopefully, the bees will have placed 
their stores of ripened honey in the 
boxes in the upper part of the hive. 
Having removed the bees from this area 
by various means the beekeeper can 
take the boxes containing the honey 
away for processing. Unsurprisingly the 
bees can become very cross at this 
stage. Multiple stings are not 
uncommon! 

Some people like to eat honey straight 
from the comb. This is produced by 
cutting sections of honey and comb and 
storing in clear plastic boxes made for 

this purpose. Personally, I have never seen the advantage of mixing 
delicious honey with a mouthful of wax 
which sticks to all your teeth! 
 
If you would like to ask Roger the 
Beekeeper a question about bees or 
keeping them, please fill in the Buzzing 
Beekeeper’s Question Form at the end of 
the Mackintosh Times.  

 

 
The wax capping placed 
on the cells by the bees 
is removed with a hot 

knife 

 

 
The uncapped frames are then 

placed in an extractor which 
allows the honey to be spun 

out. 
 

 
 

The honey is then filtered to 
remove bits of wax (and 

bee) and can then be placed 
in jars where it will keep 
without deterioration for 

many years. 
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I was born in the Wales and adopted by 
my parents at the age of three months, 
going to live with them in Manchester 
where my Dad was the Vicar of Royton. 
When I was four, we moved to Cambridge 
where my Dad was a Vicar and taught at 
the University. We lived in a village 
outside Cambridge for ten years, and then 

moved into the city.  
When I left school, I had no idea what I wanted to do so I went to work 
for the Community Service Volunteers in a Residential School near 
Glasgow. This school catered for children with special needs; I then 
moved to Lincolnshire to work in a similar role. When my contract 
came to an end, I had the usual feeling attached to being a twenty 
something young adult of knowing that I didn’t want to go home, so I 
managed to gain a job at Coventry Cathedral that provided 
accommodation. Very quickly I discovered, and followed, my love for 
music and singing, joining the Cathedral Choir. As a Choir, we travelled 
to many parts of the world seeing most of Europe, America, and the 
Caribbean singing a range of music with Benjamin Britten’s War 
Requiem written for Coventry Cathedral being a piece we were often 
invited to take part in. I also developed my own singing career as a 
soloist, singing Oratorio and Lieder across the Midlands and on the 
South coast.  
After eight years of singing, I was accepted for Ordination Training at 
Sarum College next to Salisbury Cathedral where I took a degree in 
Theology. From there I was Ordained in Manchester Cathedral some 
twenty four years ago, serving my Curacy at St John’s Moston. I later 
moved south of the city to Chorlton cum Hardy for some seven years 
before being appointed to the Crown Living of Halifax in 2007.  
I am married and together we have four children: my eldest son is 
reading for an MA at Manchester in Medieval French History; my 
second son is reading Music at The Guildhall School of Music in London 

Meet a Waterhouse and Mackintosh Charities 
Trustee (ex-officio) 

 

Canon Hilary B 
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and my youngest daughter and son are both 
students at the North Halifax Grammar 
School. As a family we have lived I Halifax for 
twelve years now and love the town and the 
borough, its people and the hills! I’ve 
overseen the transition of the ancient Parish 
Church to become one of the prominent 
new Urban Minsters of the North, something 
I am very proud to have achieved and it 
remains a huge privilege to serve here in 
Yorkshire. 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

 
 
 
If you have a question for Roger the Beekeeper, please write it here. 
Cut off the bottom of the paper and pass it to the Wardens. They will 
then pass it on to Roger.  

__________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________
__________________________________________________ 

 
Roger the Beekeeper will reply to your questions in the 9th Edition of 

the Mackintosh Times 
 

Stay Safe and Stay Well from all the Trustees and 

staff of Waterhouse and Mackintosh Charities 

 

 
©Alice Pool 

 
 

Questions for Roger the Beekeeper  


