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11th Edition   November 2020 

 

A warm welcome back from everyone involved with the Mackintosh Times, our 
11th edition comes at this time of year when jack o’ lanterns and 
ghosts are afoot and fireworks aflight. As the trees in the Calder 
valley diffuse into beautiful, glowing 
autumnal colour, this strange and unnatural 
year is at last coming to an end. We have lived 

through the isolation of shielding and the first lockdown, met 
our families and friends old and new, sometimes over a glass 
of wine socially distanced outside. We have watched the bees buzzing, birds 

flitting, squirrels nibbling and hedgehogs pottering 
around the gardens, at all times watched over by our 
cherished Wardens John and Carol. With their 
upcoming retirement they give way seamlessly to our 
new Wardens, John and Cath, and their family, with 
whom we can share future adventures at Mackintosh 

Homes. They will introduce themselves later in the Mackintosh Times, providing 
an exciting new year and the next phase in the evolution of Waterhouse and 
Mackintosh Homes. We are pleased to announce the 
winner of the Waterhouse and Mackintosh Homes 
colouring competition, read on to see what their prize 
might be! There is another picture at the end of the 
Times, thanks again to Alice Pool, for you to colour and 
enter the next competition, the winners to be announced 
in Edition 13 (Feb 2021). 
 
As we enter the second lockdown phase, please make time to read the Advice 
Notice to Residents, relatives and friends available from the Wardens and online 
under Things of Interest and the Newsfeed at www.waterhousecharities.co.uk. 
Stay safe everyone and always think ‘Hands, Face, Space’. 
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We’re very excited, and honoured, to be 
taking over from Carol and John as 
Wardens at Waterhouse and Mackintosh 
Homes. We know we’ve lots to learn, and 
very big boots to fill but we’re very lucky to 
have the fantastic support of Carol and 
John, George and the trustees.  

 
We thought the newsletter was an ideal way to introduce ourselves and give you 
a bit of background about us… 
 
We’re Cath and John, so only one new name to remember! We’ve been together 
for ten years and have three children, Sophia (Phia) aged 14, William (Will) aged 
14 (not twins…one each from previous marriages) and Oliver (Ollie) aged 9. The 
decision to take on the roles as Wardens was a family one, and the children are 
very excited about our new venture.  
 
We’re both friendly, like a good chat and enjoy spending time with our friends 
and family (when Covid lets us!). John has a love of music, football, and loves a 
pint at the local. Cath enjoys exercise (although she has a love/hate relationship 
with running), socialising with friends and loves a good cup of tea (or wine 
depending on the occasion!).   
 
We’re both Halifax born and bred. John attended Holy Trinity Primary School and 
The North Halifax Grammar School. John has always enjoyed music and sang with 
local choirs and choral society’s performed in concerts at school and more 
recently sang with the Overgate Hospice choir. Cath attended The Gleddings 
School and The North Halifax Grammar School, and is definitely not musical!  
 
As a child Cath’s passion was horses and from the age of eleven to twenty five 
she had her own horses and competed at local shows. When Cath was pregnant 
with Sophia however, time and money meant the focus shifted from horses to 
family. 

Meet Waterhouse and Mackintosh 
New Wardens, John, Cath and their family 

  
Cath and John Will, Ollie and 

Phia 
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As a teenager Cath met a great group of friends, some of which are still her best 
friends now. One of her best friends is Emma, Carol and John’s daughter.  Some 
of Cath’s best memories involve visiting Waterhouse Homes!  
 
Cath left school, and began working at Provident Insurance as a Helpline Operator 
for Car Insurance Claim. After this role she worked in a variety of customer service 
type roles including Home Insurance Claims, Telesales and as a Gym Manager for 
a Ladies Only gym. For the last 10 years she has worked for Lloyds Banking Group, 
and for the last 5 as a Complaints Manager.  
 
Cath is a keen supporter of Overgate (in fact the whole family is) and has taken 
part in their events and helped with fundraising events.  
 
John left school and went to work for Calderdale Council, first as a trainee 
accountant and stayed for 17 years (in a number of roles) before leaving for his 
current role working at The University of Bradford. 
 
John has always enjoyed sports and played football for a number of local teams. 
He finally deciding to hang up his boots 2 years ago after realising that his aching 
bones couldn’t compete anymore.    After a few months he realised how much 
he missed being involved so now manages Ollie’s U 10 team, which is great fun 
and hugely rewarding. You will often see John and Ollie walking the short distance 
on a Saturday afternoon to support Halifax Town at the Shay (John has been a 
suffering supporter for twenty eight years!!). 
 
John has been a school governor for the past twelve years at Salterhebble Primary 
School and enjoys the challenge this brings. 
 
We didn’t really know each other at school, despite taking some of the same 
subjects at A Level.  We both left school and despite living similar lives; getting 
married and having children our lives never crossed. Ten years later, with a 
divorce each, we met on a night out in good old Halifax and the rest is history.   
 
Now onto the kids…Sophia loves dancing, so if you see someone dancing around 
or doing cartwheels it will be her! She also loves art and music. William is a typical 
teenage boy and loves playing computer games on his Playstation 4! Ollie loves 
playing football, watching Halifax Town and playing computer games.  
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During lockdown, we found ourselves working from home and 3 children needing 
home schooling… not an easy task, and there were a few times we had to take 
very deep breaths, but generally it went well for all of us. The time spent together, 
combined with the challenges we’ve faced this year, has brought us together 
even more as a family.  
 
It was really lovely to meet most of you and we’re looking forward to meeting 
those who we’ve not seen yet.  
 
We can’t wait to be able to organise, and take part in, social events when we can. 
See you soon, Cath, John, Phia, Will and Ollie. 
   
 
 

 

 
 
The Mackintosh Times is very pleased to announce that the winner of the first 
colouring competition is Pam and her prize is a jar of Roger the Beekeeper’s prize 
Ryburn Valley Honey,  Congratulations! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Winner of the Colouring Competition 

  

 
 

 

 

1st Prize 
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Lucy Hodgson, one of Waterhouse and Mackintosh 
Trustees, introduced herself in an earlier 
newsletter and her mother Christine Hodgson has 
written this article about their ancestors who 
owned the quarry and land where the Mackintosh 
Homes now stand.  

The picture shows the 
Spencer's quarry and the 
land where the Mackintosh Homes were 
built. This area called Delph Hill had been 
quarried all the way down to Scar Bottom 
Road since the early 1800s by the same 
family. There is no date on the photo, but I 
dare to suppose it is perhaps in 
celebration of the turn of the century in 

1900. You will see that it was taken from Wainhouse Tower. 
 
Edward and Arthur Spencer were running the quarry after the death of their 
father, Stephen, in 1894. The two brothers were married to two Garside sisters, 
Elizabeth and Sarah Ellen. Arthur and Sarah Ellen were my Great Grandparents 
(and Lucy’s Great Great Grandparents). When the girls' father George Garside 
died in 1893, he left his textile business to his son Joah and £500 each to Elizabeth 
and Sarah Ellen. 
 
The money was used to build Victoria Terrace - mid right on the photo with the 
white gable end, sometime after 1893. Rental from properties at Delph Hill was 
to ensure financial security in the future as pensions were as yet unusual.  
 
From the photo, the gatehouse at the entrance to the Crossley and Porter School, 
est. 1864, can be seen and also the school sanatorium and laundry across Skircoat 
Moor Road. I understand there was a tunnel under the road connecting the sites.  
 
There were two entrances to the quarry, one from Wakefield Gate and one on 
the corner of Albert Promenade, just beyond the crane. When the Albert 
Promenade end of the quarry had been fully worked, the Spencers arranged for 

Mackintosh Homes and The Quarry 

 

 

Violet 
(made the 

toffee!) 

 

John 
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the scar to be filled in. I am pleased to say that the landfill was clinker from 
industrial boilers and the gas works not household waste.  
 
Arthur died in 1924, his brother Edward having pre deceased him, leaving 
Arthur's son George in charge of the quarry. In the years at the beginning of the 
century, plans were obviously being made to bring quarrying to a conclusion. I do 
not know what year the land on Albert Promenade was bought by the Mackintosh 
business for building the almshouses but I would guess it would be some time 
during the first twenty four years of the century.  
 
A new access to the quarry was agreed opening on to Skircoat Moor Road 
opposite the school gatehouse. Land running parallel to the road was sold to the 
houses at Stonecliffe to become allotments. The remaining quarry scar was filled 
in leaving quite a steep escarpment still behind the cottages in the centre of the 
photo. 
 
The second photo shows my father Philip Whiteley, age about 
fourteen and brother Geoffrey age about nine circa 1930 
playing on 'The Tip' with the Mackintosh Homes already built 
in the background. My father said that from being a small 
child, his Uncle George had given him small bits of dynamite 
for blowing holes in the hillside. He once boiled dock leaves in 
an old asphalt barrel, which exploded and covered his cousin 
Elaine in bits of black stuff! Fortunately, Elaine cleaned up very well and father 
survived his explosive adventures. No Health and Safety in those days!  
 
The land on 'The Tip' was left wild for many years. I used to play there along with 
many others in the 1950s. In the 1970s, Philip and Geoffrey built two bungalows. 
Their mother Lilian was daughter of Arthur Spencer and sister of George. More 
bungalows were built soon after with access from Wakefield Gate. 
 
While walking with my grandchildren recently, I was amazed to find the 
escarpment had turned into a continuation of the woods along the hillside. The 
view across to Norland had disappeared, the cottages below, unseen. I was also 
delighted to see that the Mackintosh Homes look lovely as ever on Albert 
Promenade after a hundred years. 
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Roger P 
 
Or -What time is high tide? 
 
It may seem curious that someone brought up by the sea in Bridlington should 
end up living about as far as it is possible to get from the coast in any direction. 
The past is indeed a different country filled with days on the beach, fishing and 
sailing in the Bay. Now the beach marks the edge of a somewhat shabby and run 
down ‘Brid’. 
After Medical School in Leeds I moved via Manchester to Liverpool from where 
Maureen and I were married 40 years ago. We then lived in Ambleside where I 
was a GP trainee. Ambleside was an idyllic place to live for a year with our young 
son. All members of the practice were members of the Mountain Rescue team 
and would, on occasions, rush from the surgery leaving bemused patients in their 
wake. I am sure that my only contribution was to get in the way of those who 
knew what they were doing. 
 
Our daughter, Alice, was born after we moved to Chester for a six-month post. 
You may have made the connection with the designer of the colouring 
competitions and the Charity logo. 
I am glad that I was a GP in Ripponden where I worked for the next 29 years. We 
were a friendly and supportive team working before the NHS was mortally 
damaged by successive governments. I was also able to become involved in 
training GPs several of whom are still our good friends. 

Maureen and I were keen runners for many years and 
pride ourselves on an in-depth knowledge of the paths 
and tracks of Calderdale. Sadly, the paths and tracks 
have left their mark on various joints and we now greatly 
enjoy cycling on our tandem as an alternative. This may 
seem a little quaint to the serious cyclist but has the 
advantage of easy conversation and always ending the 
ride together. 

 

Meet Waterhouse and Mackintosh Charities’ 
Chair of the Trustees 

 
 

Riding in the Alps 
2019 
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We also keep sheep on our smallholding above 
Ripponden and produced crops of lambs for 30 
years. Last spring was our last lambing as The 
Shepherdess has decided that bed is better than the 
barn. 
I hope you enjoyed the ‘Roger the Beekeeper’ 
articles in previous newsletters which were intended 
to provide an insight into my other absorbing hobby. 
 
It is my privilege to be the current Chair of Trustees. We are all going through 
exceptionally challenging times without an obvious end in sight. The stoicism and 
common sense displayed by Residents has been a credit to all. 
We are incredibly lucky to have John and Carol providing support and 
encouragement in these difficult times. We are equally lucky to have appointed 
John and Cath to take over their role in the New Year. I am sure they will, similarly, 
rise to the challenges of 2021. 
With very best wishes, 
Roger  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Answers at the bottom of page 9) 
 
1. What has a head, a foot and four legs?  
2. What word is RESISTANCE an anagram for? 
3. Which phase comes after the New Moon? 
4. What is the meaning of Zeitgeist? 
5. I am always in front of you and never behind you. What am I? 
6. What is a pattern of musical beats called? 
7. 11, 24, 50, 102, 206……? Complete the sequence 
8. What three words make up the Olympic motto? 
9. What word is FIR CONES an anagram of? 
10. Sonar and radar are acronyms. What does the end R stand for? 
 

 
 

Trainee beekeepers 

 

P.S. did I hear 
a seagull? 

Quiz Space 
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1. a bed; 2. Ancestries; 3. Crescent; 4. defining spirit of an era; 5. the future; 
6. a rhythm; 7. 414; 8. Faster, Higher, Stronger; 9. Conifers; 10. Ranging 
 

 

To enter the colouring competition, please hand your 
Autumn Mandala to the Wardens by the 

30th November 2020 
Additional copies of the Autumn Mandala are available 

from the Wardens 
 


