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Happy Christmas to all our dear Residents, relatives and friends of  

Mackintosh Homes! 
 

Welcome to our Christmas and final 2020 edition of the Mackintosh Times with 
seasonal messages from the Trustees and staff, Wardens past and present and 
Canon Hilary Barber. We also welcome Alice Pool who has been drawing us 
fabulous pictures throughout our editions (and our Christmas card!); she has 
drawn a beautiful wreath that can be coloured in, cut out and hung in your 
window to add Christmas cheer to your homes. 
 
A huge thank you to the many contributors to this year’s Mackintosh Times, the 
twelve editions could not have been produced without you! We have learnt so 
much about the history of Waterhouse and Mackintosh Homes, the excitement 
of life on VE Day, beekeeping, the Trustees and staff (and George’s Grandma!) and 
so much more. We hope that you have enjoyed reading the Mackintosh Times 
this strange year and look forward to being with you again in February 2021. 
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In the bleak mid- winter frosty wind made moan, 
Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
In the bleak mid-winter, long ago. 
 
As I look out of my study window its certainly dark 
and cold. Last Friday we saw snow for the first time 
this year, and it felt and looked like mid-winter. No surprise then that many faith 
communities choose to have light festivals at this time of the year: Divali for 
Hindus, Hanuka for Jews, and Christmas for Christians. As humans we all yearn 
for the light. It lifts our spirits, it improves our mental health, it tops up our 
vitamin D levels, it makes us feel happy, it gives us hope. My family heads off to 
France every year for our annual holiday – usually in search of some warm 
sunshine! 
 
Much of this year we have been living in one form of darkness or another. Most 
of us are sick of Covid-19 and Brexit and are looking forward to the end of a 
horrible year, in the hope that as the vaccine is rolled out, 2021 will bring an end 
to the intrusion into our lives of the Tier restrictions, and the restoration of the 
freedoms to live our lives with our families we have been accustomed too.  
 

Although it has been a horrible year, last February I took 
a group from the Minster to visit our mission partners: 
the Cathedral Church of St Peter at Kowak, in Tanzania. 
None of the others had been to Africa before. It was the 
trip of a life time visiting churches, schools, a Safe House 
for Girls fleeing FGM financially supported by the 

Minster, a gold mine, and a Safari in the Serengeti Park. I 
preached in the Cathedral to a packed house – with someone 
translating my English into Swahili! So, the whole year hasn’t 
been a total disaster? 
 
This year has also seen a huge amount of kindness: people 
reaching out to neighbours in ways never experienced before. 
It has been truly intergenerational, with young people going up 
and down the street to ensure older people are not hungry, cold, or isolated. 

A Christmas Message from Halifax Minster 
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Whilst Covid – 19 has been a terrible pandemic, many people in Halifax and across 
Calderdale have stepped up to the mark, and offered friendship, love and care, 
to those around them and those with whom they share their lives.  
 
In the Minster we wondered if this year we would be unable to host the annual 
Tree Festival: but when we canvassed sponsors, they were determined it would 
go  ahead, and we have twenty eight trees and a list of people wanting trees for 
next year already. These decorated trees bring light into the Minster, and once 
again remind us of the true light coming into the world, the Son of God, Jesus 

Christ, who came to save and redeem us, and this we 
celebrate year after year. 
 
What can I give him, poor as I am? 
If I were a Shepherd I would bring a lamb; 
If I were a wise man I would do my part, 
Yet what I can I give him: give my heart.        

 
Happy Christmas to all the Residents from all of us at Halifax Minster 

 
 

 

 
 
 
Dear Residents 
 
I am writing to you at the end of an arduous and trying year. What are the 
positives that we can reflect on? 
 
Firstly, although some Residents have been affected by the virus, the number has 
been small and most have recovered fully and quickly. 
 
This outcome has been achieved by the stoicism and common sense shown by 
all. What you have all done is to base your actions on the common good rather 
than on what you really wanted to do. This resolve will need to be maintained 
over the Christmas period and for some months to come. 
Throughout this period John and Carol have done a fantastic job in supporting 
Residents. They have gone well above and beyond what might be reasonably 
expected of them and we should all be grateful for their care. 

Christmas Greetings from the Trustees 
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As you will know John and Carol will be handing over to John and Cath who will 
doubtless continue to provide the same high level of care and support. We are 
delighted to welcome them to the Waterhouse and Mackintosh team. 
 
Some of you will have already received invitations to receive the Covid-19 vaccine 
which, over the coming months, will offer us all a way out of the limitations and 
restrictions of this year. 
 
I hope that you have enjoyed reading the previous editions of the Waterhouse 
and Mackintosh Newsletters. We are indebted to Ursula who has encouraged us 
to produce content and edited our contributions. 
 
 On behalf of all the Trustees, George the Clerk and Ursula the 
Assistant Clerk, I would like to offer you our heartfelt best 
wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year. 
 
Roger Pool 
Chair of Trustees 

 
 
 
 
 
As retirement beckoned, we always knew the time would come for us to finally 
say goodbye to the homes, and we also knew this part would be difficult. After 
all, as most people know we’ve had an association with Waterhouse for 45 
years since John’s parents became wardens in 1975.  But....the good news is (for 
us anyway, if not for you residents) that the goodbye will now not be quite as 
final as we dreaded.  
 
 Why should we be sad at all, shouldn’t we be ready for our next 
adventure?  Well, we’re leaving behind a lot of memories and a lot of lovely 
friends, past residents who we’ve had the pleasure to know over the years and 
will never forget, present residents who we enjoy visiting and chatting 
to.  Residents who have moved in as strangers and it has soon felt like we’ve 
known each other all our lives. 
  

And so, goodbye from the old………. 
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 So it’s the best of all worlds for us to be handing the baton onto John, Cath and 
their family, we hope they’ll be as happy in the job as we have 
been, even relishing the occasional challenges that it 
presents!   
 
We want to say a big heartfelt ‘Thank You’ to everybody for 
their gifts, cards and lovely words - And far from you finally 
getting rid of us just yet, we’d like to add a Merry Christmas 
and Happy New Year to one and all from us, the new 
(unofficial, self-titled) honorary, assistant wardens.  
 

John and Carol 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Residents 
 
Well, what a busy few weeks we’ve had! It’s certainly kept us on our toes, and 
we’ve never slept so well!  
 
I’ve (Cath) really enjoyed getting to know everyone and the day to day jobs... 
the time has just flown by. John has now worked his notice for the University so 
is happy to be starting properly.  
 
We’ve moved into the Wardens’ House and are surrounded by boxes... which I 
think will be the case for some time but we’ll get there eventually! You’ll still be 
seeing John and Carol for a good few weeks yet as they continue their fantastic 
support to us all.  
 
The children break up from school, on 18th December and can’t wait for 
Christmas... in fact the Christmas tree was up in the house 
before we even had any furniture in!!  
 
Our cats were terrified when we moved in and hid under the 
beds but are slowly getting used to it. 
  

And a big Christmas welcome to the new……….! 
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Have a lovely Christmas everyone! 
 
Cath, John, Phia, Will and Ollie (and Callie and Patch!)  
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Hi everyone, I thought that I might introduce 
myself at Christmas and hope that my art has 
brought colour into your lives during the year. I 
am local Illustrator living in Barkisland. I studied 
graphic design at Camberwell College of Art and 
Design, London and graduating in 2006.   

 

Since graduation I have been working freelance as an illustrator/artist whilst 
working part time at a GP Surgery as a Health Care Assistant.  My passion lies in 
illustration and storytelling and I enjoy using my imagination to bring a smile to 
people’s faces.  
 
Since the Covid pandemic, work at the surgery has taken over & I’ve been 
working extra hard over winter to care for patients, give flu jabs & trying to 
keep everyone safe & well. I’m looking forward to helping with the Covid 
vaccine & playing a small part in getting life back to normal again.   
 
I've really loved working on the Mackintosh artwork and Newsletter 
projects.  It's given me something positive to focus on and I’ve been able to put 
aside some time to make art and do what I really love which is drawing (even if 
it sometimes involves real life sketching with Dad, an artist in his own right; 
Mum’s face is always a picture!) I’m a chip off the old block! 
 
I'm so excited to come and see all the artwork that the residents have made 
over the past few months & getting to meet the makers behind them!  Sending 
my very best wishes for a happy and healthy Christmas for you all, and hope for 
a brighter 2021 and more colouring! Alice xxx 

Meet Waterhouse and Mackintosh Charities’ 
resident artist Alice Pool 
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Colour the wreath, cut it cut and hang in your window for some Christmas cheer! 
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