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Here we are at Whitsun bank holiday and the sun has 
reappeared fleetingly after seemingly deserting us completely 

since those bright days in February. We are 
gradually emerging from the pandemic and 
lockdown and we can now meet with 
friends and neighbours, within the Advice Notice guidelines 
and if we feel comfortable, hug our loved ones, things are 
definitely looking, and feeling better!  
 

‘The smallest thing makes the biggest difference’ says 
Warden Cath after kindly delivering bunches of daffodils to 
all our Residents in March. She brought a little spring colour 
into everyone’s homes, some well needed cheer indoors to 
match the bright displays of daffodils outside in the gardens. 
 

At Waterhouse Homes, Warden 
John has been busy taking very 
long walks mowing the lawns 
and the lawns are wearing the 
unusual instruction to ‘please 
keep off’ whilst they are 
treated for moss growth. They 

should be very green and lush (with all this rain!) by the 
summer ready for festivities in the garden!  
 

The fountain is now cleared and 
scrubbed immaculately clean; it 
has developed a slight leak but 
once this has been fixed, it is ready 
to flow again during the summer 

months, making a very impressive centre piece to the 
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tranquility of Waterhouse Homes’ gardens surrounding 
it. It is covered in ribbons at the moment, thanks go to 
everyone at Waterhouse Homes who gave a donation 
to the Overgate Hospice Rainbow of Ribbons appeal.  
 
 
 
 

Warden John and his merry band of friends have 
been very busy clearing and tidying the gardens at 
Mackintosh Homes and they are starting, as spring 
progresses towards the summer, to look beautiful. 
You will hear later in the Newsletter that a ‘bait box’ 
for bees has been added to Mackintosh Homes but it 
is still awaiting its new residents. There will be plenty 
of flowers to attract them over the coming weeks. 

 
Residents from both Waterhouse and 
Mackintosh Homes have been busy gardening as 
well as Warden John! They have been out 
helping keep the gardens bright, colourful and 
beautiful for Resident, relatives and friends to 
enjoy through the summer months. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Barbara, also a Resident at Mackintosh Homes has been 
keeping herself very busy! She attended a stone carving 
course held in Halifax and created this stunning Yorkshire 
Rose which now resides close to her home (it weighs rather 
a lot!). I think we can all agree that this is a fantastic 
achievement and something Barbara can be extremely 
proud of! 
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In 1931 the engineering trade was in the doldrums. 
Slump conditions had been the norm for the last three 
years. It was said that there was not a solvent 
engineering company on the north side of Halifax. 
 
Binns and Berry Bros. were working only three days a 
week and had been doing for the past twelve months. 
They had not paid any creditors for eight weeks and 

had seventeen finished lathes in stock, piled up at the end of the factory. 
 
One day, Rona, the office girl went into the works and told Mr Berry “there is an 
Indian man at the door who is interested in buying some lathes”. The Indian man 
was Mr Eurich D Engineer, a merchant from Fort Appollo St, Bombay, India. 
 
That day, Mr Engineer bought all seventeen of the finished lathes, all be it at a 
discount! He paid Mr Berry a cheque for £5,000. In 1931, when wages were £2 
per week (comparable today would be £400 per week), £5,000 was the equivalent 
to £1 million. 
 
Between 1931 and 1939 when war stopped all exports, Binns and Berry Bros. sold 
eight hundred lathes to Mr Engineer. Needless to say, Mr Engineer’s family photo 
was in the position of honour, over the fireplace in the Directors Board Room for 
all time. 
 
Without Mr Engineer, I don’t think the company would have survived. 
 

Binns and Berry Bros. started life in 
Boothtown, Halifax in 1898 as an 
engineering company manufacturing 
general machine tools. They 
continued in this fashion until the 
1920’s when they started to 
specialise in the manufacture of heavy-duty lathes.  

Manna from Heaven?  
How one man saved an engineering company 

Frank B 

 
©Binns & Berry Bros. 

 
©Binns and Berry Bros. 
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Frank B is a former director of Binns and Berry Bros. and Trustee of Waterhouse 
and Mackintosh Homes. He gave many decades of much appreciated support to 
the Charities before retiring in August 2020. 
 
 
 
 
Some Residents may be relieved to know that we are not intending 
to keep bees at Macks! 
 
The box is a ‘bait hive’ designed to attract passing swarms. 
During May and June around a quarter of all hives will 
produce a swarm. This occurs when the workers in the hive 
decide that conditions are right to raise a new queen. 
Before the new queen hatches from her cell the ‘old’ queen 
leaves the hive taking with her about 70% of the bees. 
 
This is the process by which bees try to increase the 
number of colonies. However, the chances of the old queen and her swarm of 
many thousands of bees have only a 25% chance of finding a new home and 
establishing a colony that can survive until next year. 
 
The swarm is looking for a suitable sized cavity with a small entrance, preferably 
facing south. If the cavity contains some comb from a previous colony then that’s 
even better. 

 
The beekeeper can try to attract a swarm (i.e. many 
thousand free bees and a queen) by siting a box 
containing some old comb in a suitable position. 
Once the swarm is settled in the box then the 
entrance is blocked at night and the box removed to 
an apiary. 

 
The weather in May has been too cold for swarming but if the weather becomes 
warmer in June then the Mackintosh bait hive may see some action! 
 
Here’s hoping for a big swarm 

The Mystery of the Beehive at Mackintosh Homes……… 
Roger the Beekeper 
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I have always been an avid reader of fiction but for some reason, 
over the last few months I’ve hardly read any books at all. Over 
Christmas and New Year I decided that this must change and I 
picked up a book that has been sitting on my bedside table for 
months called The Giver of Stars by Jojo Moyes. Some of you may 
be familiar with her “Me Before You” series of books – well this 
one is very different. It is a historical story about the female 
horseback librarians of Kentucky who delivered books to people who otherwise 
would not be able to read and educate themselves. It’s a tribute to resilience, 
compassion and independence as well as the importance of literacy. I thoroughly 
enjoyed it and read it in one sitting on a cold, snowy afternoon.  
 

I then decided to use an Amazon voucher I had been given for 
Christmas and bought The Thursday Murder Club by Richard 
Osman (the chap from Pointless.) The members of the club live 
in a retirement village in Kent and they meet every Thursday 
to review unsolved murders, until a real life murder happens. 
The book is full of interesting characters, humour and mystery 
and was another story I read in one sitting. It has been lovely 
to escape into two excellent books. 

 
Lucy H 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The WatMac Book Club 
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Easy Sudoku 
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 6   7 8    
  3   9 4  1 

 2 5 3   7   
3  8       

        4 

   1   9  2 

 1 9     4 8 

6     3  1  
©sudoku.cool 

Each row and block must contain 
the numbers 1-9 without 
repeating any number. 
 
When added together, each row 
and block must add up to 45 
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Harder Sudoku 

 4   6   1  

9   7   6   

1     2    

 7   1     
  9 2 4   3  

 5        

 9 6 3     8 
     4 3  2 

4    2  7 6  
©sudoku.cool 
 

 

Good luck to England, 
Scotland and Wales in 

the Euro 2020 
football competition! 
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4 7 2 5 3 1 8 9 6 

9 6 1 4 7 8 2 5 3 
8 5 3 6 2 9 4 7 1 

1 2 5 3 4 6 7 8 9 
3 4 8 9 1 7 6 2 5 

7 9 6 8 5 2 1 3 4 

5 3 7 1 8 4 9 6 2 
2 1 9 7 6 5 3 4 8 

6 8 4 2 9 3 5 1 7 

 

5 4 7 8 6 9 2 1 3 

9 2 3 7 5 1 6 8 4 
1 6 8 4 3 2 5 9 7 

8 7 4 5 1 3 9 2 6 
6 1 9 2 4 7 8 3 5 

3 5 2 9 8 6 4 7 1 

2 9 6 3 7 5 1 4 8 
7 8 1 6 9 4 3 5 2 

4 3 5 1 2 8 7 6 9 

 

Easy Sudoku Answers Harder Sudoku Answers 

Anagram Answer 
 

TOPICAL MOONS 
= 

COSMOPOLITAN 

Riddle Answer 
 

A Hole 

Big Words! Answer 
 

Friday the 13th 


