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Hello there! Here we are again with autumn approaching, 
although Calderdale is still looking very 
green and lush; it must be all this rain we 
have been having. Life is returning to a 
semblance of normality and the Community 
Lounge is open again for both Residents and 

outside organisations alike. Two new groups, Siddal WI and the 
Halifax and Huddersfield Speakers Club as well as the Winter Choir are all making 
use of the facilities from October. This is exciting news for everyone. Also exciting 
is our welcoming of two new Residents since our last Newsletter to Mackintosh 
Homes, the staff and Trustee wish you both well and hope that you are very happy 

in your new homes. 
 
On the 29th September our wonderful 
Wardens John and Cath organised the first 
coffee morning in over eighteen months for 
our Residents, which was, by all accounts, 

thoroughly enjoyed by everyone. Our retired Wardens 
John and Carol also popped 
in to say hello and have a long awaited catch up 
with everyone. All in all, a good morning was had 
by everyone attending. 
 
The Trustees have started meeting face to face 
again in the Community Lounge, a welcome departure from all the Zoom 
meetings over the past year. 
 
Details of the activities happening in the Community Lounge can be found on the 
Events Calendar on the Waterhouse and Mackintosh website homepage.  
 
 

THE MACKINTOSH 
 TIMES 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.waterhousecharities.co.uk/
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Tom, one of our Residents, has kindly offered a poem and some local photos that 
he has in his possession for the Newsletter this month. Thank you for your 
contributions Tom, they are greatly appreciated. 
 

We met, we married, a long time ago; 
We worked for long hours, wages were low; 
No telly, no radio, no bath - times were hard, 
Just a cold water tap, and a walk up the yard. 

 
No holidays abroad, no carpets on floors, 

We had coal on the fire - and we never locked doors. 
Our children arrived, no ‘pill’ in those days, 

And we brought them up without ‘state aids’. 
 

No valium, no drugs, no LSD, 
We cured our pains with a good dose of tea. 
If you were sick, you were treated at once, 

Not fill in a form and ‘come back in six months’. 
 

No vandals, no muggings - there was nowt to rob,  
In fact, we were rich with a couple of bob. 

 
People were happier in those far off days, 

Kinder and caring in so many ways, 
Milkmen and paper boys used to whistle and sing, 

And a night at the flicks was our one mad fling. 
 

Oh, we all had our shares of troubles and strife, 
But we just had to face it - that’s life. 

But now I’m alone and look back thro’ the years, 
I don’t think of bad times, the troubles, the tears. 

 
I remember the blessings, our home and our love, 
We shared them together, and I thank God above. 

Tom’s Treasure Trove 
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Commercial Street Halifax, early 20th 
century 

 
 
 

 
 

 
        
 
         An accident on North Bridge, Halifax 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Shibden Hall Park  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Ninety two years ago, in 1929, a book was published by the Rotary Club of Halifax 
called “Institutes and Charitable Agencies of Halifax”. Waterhouse and 
Mackintosh Charities were both mentioned in this book and this is what it said 
about them.  

 

 

 

 

Meet our Philanthropists: 
Waterhouse and Mackintosh Charities in 1929 
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The Waterhouse Charity 
 

The Almshouses and Blue Coat School in Harrison Road form part of the assets of 
this Charity. 
 
Governors – J Taylor (President), W M Crabtree, A S McCrea, Bishop Frodsham, S 
W Broadhead, B O Osborne, R P S Benson, G T Ramsden, G R Stansfield, J W 
Tillotson, Alfred Watkinson, Rev Geo. Watkinson, D Walker, W E Wright, A D 
Brooke, John Murgatroyd and F G S Rawson 
 
Clerk – Charles S Walker, solicitor, Harrison Road, Halifax 
 
Historical note – These famous Charities were found in the 17th century by 
Nathaniel Waterhouse, who, by his will of 1st July, 1642 left to sixteen Trustees 
and their heirs, all his houses, buildings, lands, etc. in Halifax, Skircoat, Siddal, 
Exley and Southowram. These were to be used for various charitable purposes of 
which the main provisions were as follows:- 
 

1. Twelve dwellings to be used as almshouses by 12 aged or impotent poor 
people, who were to receive 30/- each per annum, with 10/- to array them 
in black. 

 
2. A house in Halifax, wherein 20 poor orphans, 10 boys and 10 girls of Halifax 

and district, were to live and work under the superintendence of a Master, 
who was to be paid by any profit he might make out of the children’s labour. 
 

In 1635 Mrs Waterhouse had founded a separate charity by building a large house 
to be used as workhouse in which the poor of Halifax Parish might be set to work. 
The workhouse was to be under the control of a Master and twelve Governors 
who had powers to examine all persons idly wandering about within the Parish 
of Halifax, and to compel them to work for their maintenance in the workhouse. 
In 1722 it was found that the workhouse had been wrongly employed and that 
the rents of certain lands and tenements in Northowram, which should have been 
used for the workhouse, had been used for other purposes. The surviving 
Governors and legal representatives of the deceased ones were ordered to pay 
£604 8s. 5d to the new Trustees. 
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In 1777 the two Charities were united and vested in sixteen Governors and 
Trustees, of whom the Vicar of Halifax had always to be one. The workhouse was 
taken over by the Halifax Guardians who paid a rent of £10 a year to the Trustees. 
The excess income of the Charity was paid in certain fixed proportions to the 
overseers for the ten outer townships of the Parish of Halifax, who in future were 
to look after their own poor. In the meantime the properties of the Charity had 
increased in value, and its income had grown from £130 17s. 0d at its foundation 
to £1,193 in 1827 when the first inquiry into the Charity was held. 
 
The Almshouse was rebuilt in 1812 or 1813 with money obtained by the sale of 
timber on the estates, and was occupied by 10 poor widows. The house, usually 
known as Blue Coat Hospital at that time, was still used for the maintenance of 
the 20 orphans, on the profits of whose labour the Master lived. 
 
On August 14th 1848, another private Act dealing with the Charity was passed. 
This gave permission to the Trustees to increase the number of Almspeople from 
12 to 24, and the number of children in the School from 20 to 60. Amongst other 
things the Act gave permission to the Trustees to enlarge the Almshouse and Blue 
Coat School and with the sanction of the Court of Chancery, to rebuild them. This 
sanction was obtained on July 1st 1853 and the present Almshouses and Blue Coat 
School in Harrison Road were built, at a total cost of £8,470 not including the site, 
part of which already belonged to the Charity. 
 
The new School accommodated only 40 children instead of the 60 allowed. A new 
schoolroom was added in 1885 at a cost of £1,940. In 1888 permission was sought 
by the Trustees to increase the expenditure on the Almshouses and Blue Coat 
School to £2,000 per year and to increase the annual grant to Heath Grammar 
School from £150 to £300. Sanction for this grant was deferred till February 8th 
1890 and made conditional to the granting of ten scholarships to boys in the ten 
townships. 
 
In 1894 the Charity had £20,061 17s. 10d invested in Consols and its total income 
was £2,352 19s. 6d. 
 
The Present Working of the Charity – 
 

1. The Blue Coat School. Lady Superintendent – Miss Longstaff. There are now 
20 boys and 20 girls in residence, who attend the Trinity School for their 
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education. The children have a playground, and cricket and football ground 
and a gymnasium, and in addition they have a seaside holiday of a week or 
ten days each year. They now attend Holy Trinity Schools and the 
schoolroom has been let to the Governors of the Girls’ High School and is 
used as part of their premises. 
 

Conditions of admission – of the 40 children, 20 boys and 20 girls, certain 

numbers are taken from the different townships of the Parish of Halifax. 

There are no hard and fast regulations, but preference is given to children 

without both parents and each case is decided by the Governors on its 

merits. The ages are 8 to 14 for boys and 8 to 16 for girls. The children attend 

the Parish Church and sometimes Holy Trinity. 

 

2. The Almshouses. These are the two ways of the building at right-angles to 
Harrison Road. The houses are in two storeys, each wing containing twelve 
houses, six on the ground floor and six on the first floor. Each house consists 
of one living room and bedroom combined, twelve feet square and ten feet 
high, with a scullery or coal place on the other side of the passage. Over the 
window of each and carved on a stone wall, the name of the township to 
which that house is attached. 
 

Conditions of Resident – there are no rigid rules in the choice of the 

almswomen, but in practice the choice has been restricted to widows over 

60 years of age. Six are from the township of Halifax, and two each from the 

other nine townships of the Parish. The inmates get coal, gas and electricity 

free, and those without old age pensions receive £2 3s.4d a month and 

those with old age pensions receive £1 per month. They provide their own 

movable furniture, and board themselves. 

 
3. Payments to preachers – these are still made to preachers of churches in 

the Parish, in various sums amounting to £140 in all, and each preaches in 
turn on the first Wednesday in every month of the year. 
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The John Mackintosh Memorial Homes 
 
Situated at Savile Park, Halifax. 
 
These twelve Almshouses were erected in memory of John Mackintosh, founder 
of the firm of John Mackintosh and Son Ltd, toffee manufacturers, by his wife and 
family. They were opened on January 1st 1925 by the Rt. Hon J H Whitley, MP, 
Speaker. 
 
Trustees – Mrs John Mackintosh, Sir Harold Mackintosh, J D V Mackintosh and 
Eric D Mackintosh. 
 
Qualifications for Residence – 
 

1. Each of the twelve homes is intended for the occupation of two people over 
the age of 60, each of whom must furnish a certificate of good character, 
signed by two responsible persons. Application forms to be obtained from 
any of the Trustees. 

 
2. The combined income of the occupants must be not less than 20/- and not 

more than 40/- per week. 
 

Provided by the Homes – 
 

1. A house free of rent and rates 
 

2. Electric light, gas for cooking stove, central heating, coal and central hot 
water supply. 
 

3. Window curtains and bedroom furniture. 
 

4. Use of general Assembly Room, containing wireless, daily papers and 
library. 
 

5. Free medical attention for occupants not under the Health Insurance Act. 
 

6. All decorations and repairs undertaken by the Trustees. 
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7. A matron is in charge of the Homes and attend to the wants of the 
occupants in times of need. 

 

Thanks go to Lucy H for this interesting window into the history regarding the two 
Charities; she is a current Trustee of the Charities and was the first Lady President 
of The Rotary Club of Halifax between 2018-19. These documents show the 
Charities longevity and their ability to survive and thrive through the centuries. 
 

 

 

The Ninth Child - Sally Magnusson 
 
The people of Glasgow, many living in terrible slum conditions 
and suffering regular cholera epidemics, need clean water. The 
industrial revolution is in full throw and an ambitious scheme to 
build a system pumping clean, fresh, water from Lochs Katrine 
and Chon down to Glasgow is under way (this magnificent 

scheme keeps Glasgow in fresh water even today). A young doctor and his wife 
move away from Glasgow to Faery Knoll nestled between Loch Katrine and Loch 
Chon. Loch Chon glistens magically, inviting the young wife to its tinkling shores; 
a malevolent preacher smelling of autumn and damp moss endlessly prowls the 
hills and mountains, such beautiful scenery, a lone rowan tree; then there are the 
sìthichean, oh, do not forget those pesky faeries…………. 
 

Once Upon a River - Diane Setterfield 
 
Close your eyes, sit back and relax, now imagine a bright moon 
shining above a black, slowly flowing river, lined with trees; an 
ethereal mist hangs just above the water, occasional 
reflections of the moon leading the way. A boat, low in the 
water, moves downstream with a single man, using a quant to 
propel it silently along, Quietly. A storm, a drowned child 
suddenly comes back to life and the ripples of this miraculous pebble, cast with 
apparent randomness, move much, much further along and away from the banks 
of that dark river. A beautifully haunting story, perfect for the slowly darkening 
autumn evenings that will leave your imagination wandering for many a night. 
 

The WatMac Book Club 
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And now for something completely different….. 
 

Invisible Women - Caroline Criado Perez 
 
Have you ever wondered? Perhaps not, but here is some food 
for thought: 
 

• Is snow clearing in Sweden sexist? 

• Why do women have to queue for so long to use public 
toilets? 

• What happened when 90% of women went on strike in Iceland (that 
was an interesting one!)? 

• Why do more women perish in car accidents than men, despite 
wearing seat belts? 

• How, and why, do boys’ and girls’ perception of a scientist change 
between the ages of five and six? 

• What happens when job applications are assessed in a totally 
anonymised way? 

• Why do women tend to receive negative personality criticism in work 
performance reviews when men do not? 

• Why have women been historically missing from medical research, 
both as mice and (men - oops!) in human form? 

 

These are just a few of the questions addressed in Invisible Women, a book that 
analyses data to explain the facts behind so many, in some cases obvious but 
never considered, questions. Perhaps a book to dip into, a chapter at a time whilst 
reading the two books above, in order to assimilate and ponder the differing 
complexities that have every day effects on the roles and lives of women. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

QUIZZES  
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Easy Sudoku 

Harder Sudoku 

  7   3  4 1 

 4  7  2 3 6  
    4  7   

8         

7    3  2 9  

3 6        

  5 2      
   1  8   5 

     6 1 8  
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  8       
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 4      5  
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 7 2       
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7      2   

   5      
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Answers at the end of the 
Newsletter 

Each row and block must contain 
the numbers 1-9 without 
repeating any number. 
 
When added together, each row 
and block must add up to 45 

6 9 8 3 1 5 4 2 7 

5 1 3 4 2 7 8 9 6 
2 4 7 8 6 9 1 5 3 

1 6 5 7 9 8 3 4 2 
3 7 2 1 4 6 9 8 5 

4 8 9 2 5 3 7 6 1 

9 3 1 6 8 2 5 7 4 
7 5 6 9 3 4 2 1 8 

8 2 4 5 7 1 6 3 9 

8671 

9 2 7 5 6 3 8 4 1 

5 4 8 7 1 2 3 6 9 
6 1 3 8 4 9 7 5 2 

8 9 1 4 2 7 5 3 6 
7 5 4 6 3 1 2 9 8 

3 6 2 9 8 5 4 1 7 

1 8 5 2 9 4 6 7 3 
4 3 6 1 7 8 9 2 5 

2 7 9 3 5 6 1 8 4 
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Easy Sudoku Answers Harder Sudoku Answers 

Anagram Answer 
 

TICE BRAKEMAN 
= 

CABINETMAKER 


