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Spring is upon us and sunshine has appeared at last! Easter will 
be here before long and then it is time for sitting in the 
beautiful Waterhouse and Mackintosh gardens to catch up on 
all the news (perhaps with a cup of tea or a glass of wine as 
well)! Keep a watch out for the birds and wildlife in the 
Waterhouse and Mackintosh gardens. 
 

News at Waterhouse and Mackintosh Homes includes a BIG 
welcome to all our new Residents and the Trustees, staff and 
volunteers pass on their best wishes to you whilst you settle 
in. Our Wardens are here to support you all during your 
moves and our Residents are here to welcome you into our 

special community.  
 
Events are happening again in the Community Room with 
outside organisations meeting regularly (and the odd fish and 
chip lunch!); keep an eye on the Waterhouse and Mackintosh 
Homes website calendar for further information. 
 
 

 
 
 

This year, the Halifax Civic Trust will celebrate 60 
years of working with the people of Halifax to 
enhance, revive and promote natural and historical 
features around the town. The Halifax Civic Trust is a 
charity and aims to: 

• Stimulate public interest in and care for the 
beauty and changing character of Halifax and its 

THE WATERHOUSE 
TIMES 

 

 

The Halifax Civic Trust’s 60th Anniversary Celebrations 
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https://www.waterhousecharities.co.uk/
https://sites.google.com/view/civictrusthalifax/home
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surroundings 

• Secure the preservation, protection and improvement of both historic and 
current public interest in the area 

 
For their 60th anniversary, the Trust is working to improve and revitalise a project 
they started thirty five years ago, the Wakefield Gate, sometimes known as the 
Magna Via. The project was launched in the Halifax Minster on 24th March at 
2.30pm and everyone who went along learnt about both the project and 
Wakefield Gate. 
 
The Halifax Civic Trust has developed a new Walker’s Guide (£1) for Wakefield 
Gate. A copy of their November Newsletter letting you know all about their 
Wakefield Gate (Magna Via) project is available online. 
 

The Wakefield Gate or Magna Via is the most ancient 
road into Halifax. Its cobbles and stone walls could 
whisper the lives of ghosts; the Yorkshire Coiners, Ann 
Lister (‘Gentleman Jack’) and all the men, women and 
children who would have walked it every day, entering 
Halifax down the Old Bank to Clark Bridge all have their 
own stories to tell. The Magna Via has been in use for 
at least six hundred years and was originally the main 

causeway from Halifax to Wakefield, York and London. From the Middle Ages 
many souls would travel to and from the Manor Court, the Parish Church, the 
Assizes to York gallows and the hamlet of Halifax; eventually they would meld 
into clothiers and merchants bringing their wares to and from the growing town 
at the bottom of Beacon Hill.  
The Magna Via would have looked exactly the same during the English Civil War 
when Sir Thomas Fairfax and his weary, defeated troops wound their way along 
it into Halifax after the Battle of Adwalton Moor in 1643. The 
Earl of Newcastle (a Royalist) marched 10,000 pikemen and 
cavalry against Parliamentarian Lord Fairfax’s 3,500 men. The 
defeat of Lord Fairfax’s army meant Royalist rule over the 
North for a year until July 1644 when the two hour Battle of 
Marston Moor where Oliver Cromwell routed Prince Rupert’s 
Royalist army, cemented the Parliamentarians’ control over 
the North. 

 

 

https://halifaxminster.org.uk/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lRTcG5jD4L9pfqHHN77jKVy6YuSr1cdn/view?usp=sharing
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Lord Fairfax’s journey to Halifax would be a year after Nathaniel Waterhouse 
pledged to maintain the Magna Via for posterity; this pledge can be seen on his 
memorial in Halifax Minster and is also marked by a stone tablet on the roadside 
where the route to Leeds via Stump Cross and the road to Hipperholme divide 
from the Magna Via. The inscription reads: 

1642 
Mr. Nathanl.  

Waterhouse Gave  
I. L. P. A. for the repair  

of this Highway  
which the Intrusted 

Feoffees for ever  
must pay  

A. G. 
 

No-one knows with certainty the identity of A.G. nor 
why the stone was erected where it was except that it marks the point of the 
start of the medieval highway, the Magna Via, to Halifax. The letters I.L.P.A. are 
easier to decipher, they indicate that Nathaniel Waterhouse, a successful 

merchant and philanthropist of Halifax, intended to pay 
One Pound Per Annum for the upkeep of the Magna 
Via, that was the causeway’s importance to both 
Nathaniel Waterhouse and Halifax. 
During the C18 the Magna Via was turnpiked (gated) 
and Halifax Bank became known as Old Bank as other 
routes out were created to serve a growing and 
successful Halifax. 
The Magna Via can be walked today, its steep and stony 
path holding the history of its travellers to Halifax secret 
for ever more. 

 
  
 

It's hard when folks can't find th'work 
Weer they've been bred and born; 
When I were young I allus thowt 

I'd bide midst royits and corn. 
But I've been forced to work in t'towns, 

The Dalesman’s Litany - Anonymous 
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So here's my litany: 
From Hull and Halifax and Hell, 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
 

When I were courting Mary Jane, 
T'old squire he says, one day, 

‘I've got na bield for wedded folk, 
Choose will ta wed or stay.’ 

I could na give up t'lass I loved, 
So to t'town we 'ad to flee: 

From Hull and Halifax and Hell, 
Good Lord, deliver me. 

 
I've worked i' Leeds an' 'Uddersfield 

And addled honest brass. 
At Bradford, Keighley, Rotherham, 

I've kept my bairns an' t'lass. 
I've travelled all three Ridings round 

And once I went to sea: 
From forges, mills an' sailin' boats, 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
 

I've walked at neet through Sheffield loyns— 
'Twere same as being i' hell— 

Where furnaces thrust out tongues of fire 
And reared like t'wind on t' fell. 

I've sammed up coils i' Barnsley pits 
Wi' muck up to my knee: 

From Sheffield, Barnsley, Rotherham, 
Good Lord, deliver me. 

 
I've seen fog creep across Leeds brig 

As thick as Bastille soup. 
I've lived weer folks were stowed away 

Like rabbits in a coop. 
I've seen snow float down Bradford Beck 

As black as ebony: 
From Hunslet, Holbeck, Wibsey Slack, 
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Good Lord, deliver me. 
 
 

Well now when all us childer's fligged, 
To t'country we've come back. 

There's fourty mile a heathery moor 
'Twixt us an' t'coilpits' slack. 
And as I sit by t'fire at neet, 

Well, I laugh an' shout wi' glee: 
From Hull and Halifax and Hell, 

Good Lord, deliver me. 
 

 

 

The Sealwoman’s Gift by Sally Magnusson 
 
Slavery is not a recent abomination; it precedes the Vikings. Many 
people from Britain, Spain and other Mediterranean countries 
were captured and enslaved by the Barbary Corsairs in the C17th. 
In the summer of 1627, they raided the Icelandic coast and 
abducted 400 people to be sold as slaves in Salé and Algiers. A 

pastor, his wife and children were amongst those taken to Algiers.  
 
A Sealwoman’s Gift tells the story of Asta, the pastor’s wife, imagining how she 
survived, spinning beautiful tales before returning after many years to her home. 
How did she survive, how was she when she returned home, what did she feel 
about those around her and what happened to her family? The Sealwoman’s Gift 
weaves a wonderous story around a terrible event showing how a woman’s 
endeavour, beguiling intelligence, and sheer determination to survive and show 
love leaving the reader with much to contemplate. 
 

Buddha in Blue Jeans: An Extremely Short Simple Zen Guide to 
Sitting Quietly and Being Buddha by Tai Sheridan 

 
This book is a case of ‘it does what it says on the tin’! A short, 
gentle, highly readable and enjoyable guide to just sitting quietly 
and being yourself; coping with life, pain, feelings and loving 

The WatMac Book Club 
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generously. Buddha in Blue Jeans is for anyone and it cannot help but make the 
reader feel better!  
 

The Dictionary of Lost Words by Pip Williams 
 
Have you ever wondered if the Oxford English Dictionary actually 
holds all the words of the English language? The Dictionary of Lost 
Words is the story of Esme who collects the pieces of paper on which 
words that have dropped or are hidden behind furniture are written 
during the compilation of the first ever Oxford English Dictionary. 

This is an enchanting story of a little girl who wants to save these words and make 
her own special dictionary; one full of the forgotten and lost words that float 
around her in her small world beneath the table of some men who are very 
special to her. The delectation of language and words are paramount in this book, 
a real pleasure to read and it will remain in the reader’s mind for ever.       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

QUIZZES  

Easy Sudoku 

  4 2   7  6 

3 6    5   4 
  8 6   3  5  

 5    9 1 4  
  1  3   5   

 2 3 4 5   9   

 9  5  4 3   
1   3    2 9 

4  7   2 8   
©sudoku.name 

 

Each row and block must contain 
the numbers 1-9 without 
repeating any number. 
 
When added together, each row 
and block must add up to 45 
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Harder Sudoku 

6     2   9 

    7  8   
1   4 3    6 

 3   4 5 2   

  2 3  7 1   

  1 6 2   4  

2    8 4   1 
  5  6     

3   7 5 1   2 
©sudoku..name 
 

Answers at the end of the 
Newsletter 

5 1 4 2  9 8  7   3 6 

3 6 9 1 7 5 2 8 4 
2 7 8 6 4 3 9 5 1 

8 5 6 7 2 9 1 4 3 
9 4 1 8 3 6 5 7 2 

7 2 3 4 5 1 6 9 8 

6 9 2 5 8 4 3 1 7 

1 8 5 3 6 7 4 2 9 

4 3 7 9 1 2 8 6 5 

8671 

6 7 3 8 1 2 4 5 9 

9 2 4 5 7 6 8 1 3 
1 5 8 4 3 9 7 2 6 

7 3 6 1 4 5 2 9 8 
4 8 2 3 9 7 1 6 5 

5 9 1 6 2 8 3 4 7 

2 6 7 9 8 4 5 3 1 
8 1 5 2 6 3 9 7 4 

3 4 9 7 5 1 6 8 2 

9 

Easy Sudoku Answers Harder Sudoku Answers 

Anagram Answer 
Telepathy oars lap 

= 
Happy Easter to All 


